Bill Clinton on AIDS
Bill Clinton believes it's time to take real action to end the national tragedy of the AIDS epidemic. Governor
Cl in ton feels that the current administration has failed to meet the challenge of the AIDS crisis, and that further
delays are unacceptable. With the death toll already at 130,000, Bill Clinton thinks it's time to make AIDS
research and medical care a national health priority. Through a program of education and prevention, research,
testing, and treatment, a Clinton Administration will move the fight forward against AIDS.
Bill Clinton's Record on AIDS

Bill Clinton has a long record of efforts to deal with the AIDS crisis. As chairman of the National Governor's
Association, he formed the first working group of governors to develop a policy on AIDS. Clinton was a moving
force in the creation of an AIDS action plan adopted by the Governor's Association, which called for education
and prevention efforts at the local, state, and federal levels.

In 1986, under Governor Clinton's leadership, the Arkansas State Board of Education adopted a resolution calling
for the "development of AIDS education skills ... to he integrated into the Health Education Course Content
Gui<le." In 1989 and 1990, Governor Clinton supported teacher training for AIDS education and a detailed study
of the availability of HIV education at the local level. Since 1990, AIDS education has been required in all
Arkansas schools, and there has been a 40% increase in HIV counseling and testing in Governor Clinton's state.
A National AIDS Strategy

Research: The first priority in the Clinton Administration's fight against AIDS will be finding a cure. This will
require the commitment of increased government resources to the research, development, and testing of an AIDS
vaccine. Studies in treatment as well as behavior must be expanded in the search for a cure. Governor Clinton
also believes we need to expand our international cooperation to end the enormous suffering arising from the
global AIDS epidemic.
Testing: Bill Clinton believes that testing is a vital component in the fight against AIDS. But while testing and
early detection are important weapons in the struggle, Bill Clinton feels we must act vigilantly to protect the
individual's right to privacy. A Clinton Administration would support the efforts of the Center for Disease
Control to develop a voluntary system of AIDS testing for health care workers.
··
Treatment: AIDS treatment in this country is in dire need of reform. As part of a broader national health care
plan, Bill Clinton believes that we need to control the rising cost of AIDS treatment; provide insurance for those
who have the disease and are not covered; control the cost of drugs that have been proven useful in treatment;
improve preventative and long-term care; and provide drug abuse treatment for all who need help.
Education: Bill Clinton believes the most important mechanism for prevention is education. A Clinton
Administration will support a national AIDS education initiative in which resources are devoted at the federal,
state, and focal levels to the education of our children, so that our children will learn to take personal
responsibility for their own health.
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